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Princip likewise, on being asked if he was sorry that he
had killed the Archduke replied: "No, I am not sorry. I
have cleared an evil out of the way. He [Franz Ferdinand]
is a German and an enemy of the South Slavs. He treated
them badly. . . * Every day a high treason trial. Every
day it went-worse with our people. They are impoverished.
I have seen how our people fall more and more into decay.
I am a peasant's son, and so I can convince myself of the
misery of our people. I killed him and I am not sorry. I
knew that he was an enemy of the Slavs. ... I regarded
him as an energetic man who as ruler would have carried
through definite ideas and reforms which stood in our
way." n "For union [of the South Slavs] one must sacri-
fice many lives, and it was for this reason that Franz Fer-
dinand fell. Nevertheless, the main motive which guided
me in my deed was: the avenging of the Serbian people."12
A third motive was to kindle further opposition and
hatred toward the Hapsburg rule, cause a revolution among
the Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and so prepare the
way for tearing these two provinces away from the Dual
Monarchy and uniting them with Serbia in some kind of a
national South Slav state. Princip had hinted at this in
the passage just quoted, where he expressed the fear that
Franz Ferdinand on coming to the throne might make some
energetic reforms—such as the carrying out of his "trialis-
tic" plan to unite the South Slavs, not by union with Serbia
himself and his two associates, but had been suggested to them by the
milieu in which they lived in Belgrade, where the assassination was rep-
resented as a noble enterprise. The men with whom they associated had
kept repeating that the Archduke ought to be done away with, because
he was an obstacle to the realization of the Jugoslav idea. Although
Princip remained defiant and unrepentant, the other defendants regretted
what they had done. They had not known that the Archduke had
children, - and begged the forgiveness of these orphans; La Conspiration
Serbe, p. 147.
11 Pharos, p. 30f. Similarly Chabrinovitch: "People said that he
[Franz Ferdinand] wanted to establish a federal monarchy including
Serbia;" ibid., p. 10.	12 Pharos, x>. 36.

